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Christmas party to be on Dec. 7 
     The annual Irish-American Society Christmas
party will be held Sunday afternoon, Dec. 7, from 3 
until 7 p.m. at Spring Park Sports Club & Community
Center.
     The two traditional highlights of the event – a visit
from Santa and naming of the Irish Person of the 
Year for 2004 – are on the agenda, along with food, 
libation and live entertainment, including caroling.
     Santa will bring gifts for members’ children 
attending the party who are 12 or younger, while 
members are asked to bring gifts for other children.
Each adult should bring an unwrapped present to
be donated to youngsters staying at Jonathan’s 
House. Children aged from 12 months to 10 years
need items such as clothing, baby food and games.
     Tickets for the party are $12 for adults and $5 for
children 6-12, with kids younger than 6 free.
     The club is at 3330 Spring Park Way in Garland,
east of Jupiter Road between Renner Road and
Campbell Road, Mapsco 8R. Call 972.495.4464 for
directions if you get disoriented.
  

     The second Celtic Christmas Festival will feature 
the Cathie Ryan Band and Brothers 3 among its 
Celtic holiday activities Dec. 6 at the American 
Airlines Training and Conference Center 
near Dallas/Fort Worth Airport.
     Southwest Celtic Music Association 
hosts the event, which falls on the feast 
of St. Nicholas, from 2 p.m. until midnight 
at the airline facility at 4501Hwy. 360 at 
FAA Blvd., located about 3 miles south 
of D/FW off highways 183 and 360 and 
south of FAA Road. 
     In addition to a blend of traditional 
and modern Celtic music, the event will 
feature a Celtic Faire with vendors of old-
world inspired crafts, food and drink as well as 
a visit from St. Nicholas himself. Many musical 
groups will perform non-stop on two stages 
throughout the afternoon and evening, beginning 
at 3 p.m.   
     The Celtic Faire marketplace will feature many 
vendors selling Celtic crafts, memorabilia and other 
merchandise perfect for holiday gift-giving.  While 

Santa (Les Foley) and Shele Leach were surrounded by
excited children at last year’s Christmas party.

Celtic Christmas features traditional music, crafts, holiday foods
browsing the Celtic Faire or listening to a musical 
performances, visitors also can experience a wide 
variety of outstanding Celtic and traditional holiday 
food and beverages. Kids and adults alike will also 
          be treated to a visit from a genuine old-world 
            St. Nick with stories of Christmases long ago.
               The Cathie Ryan Band will play at 6:45 p.m. 
            and again at 10:45 p.m. on the Flagship 
          auditorium stage.  Ms. Ryan and her band will 
                deliver foot-stomping jigs and reels remini-
                 scent of her Motown birthplace, as well as 
                 heart-breaking laments born of her deep 
               Irish roots.  Local favorite, the Brothers 3, will 
             take the stage at 9:15 p.m. to perform their 
             wide variety of high-energy Celtic songs and 
             dance music. 
          Throughout the event, festival-goers will be 
     treated to an abundance of spirited Celtic songs 
    and beloved ballads by Jed Marum, Beyond the 
   Pale, Trinity River Whalers, Jiggernaut, Jigsaw, Bigger 
Dogs, Irish Rogues, Smithfield Fair, Séamus Stout and 
Michael Harrison.  In addition, the award-winning 
North Texas Caledonian Pipes      (Continued on page 5)
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Greetings !

Thanks to Patricia Dillingham and John McShane, the Shamrock News is up and running after a brief hiatus. 

We have had a good fall beginning with the Dublin Ramblers concert on October 12 co-sponsored by the IAS 

and Bishop Lynch High School.  A special thanks goes to Rosemary O'Neill, our Cultural Chair, for all her hard 

work on this very special event.  

On October 19, Mary Beth Tiemeyer and Harry Harrier graciously hosted the annual Beer 'n Bangars at their 

lovely home.  Approximately 60 people came out on a very warm day in October to enjoy the wonderful 

food, again the results of a search for bangars by Rosemary O'Neill.  An unexpected treat was provided by 

Linda Aycock of Great Spirits Distributors for providing a good sampling of Boru Vodka (distilled in Ireland) 

along with an Irish single malt whiskey and Celtic Crossing, an Irish liquor.  Linda is one of the very new 

members that enjoyed the day.  Thanks to John Keefe, our Membership Chair, for bringing Linda, as well as a 

number of other new members, into the Irish fold.

The 2003-4 IAS Board also wants to thank Lary Leach and all past presidents for their support.  One of the very 
positive outcomes from a meeting in September at Trinity Hall was the establishment of a telephone 

committee to be chaired by Linda Murphy.  Eileen Kelly, Shele Leach, Sue Faulkner, Joan DeDitus, Marie 

Welch and Eve Dunigan have graciously volunteered to be part of this committee.  You can expect phone 

calls from them prior to IAS events.  A few more volunteers would greatly reduce the number of phone calls 

they would have to make so if you are interested, please contact Linda Murphy.  Her number is in the 

directory.

Pub Nights this fall have been very well attended thanks to the efforts of Marie and Richard Welch and Jackie 

Nelon.  Pub nights are the second Tuesday of each month, with the exception being in December.  

December's pub night is December 16 since the Christmas party will be held December 7.  

Speaking of the Christmas party, it is scheduled for December 7 from 3-7 p.m. at the Spring Park Sports Club 

and Community Center in Garland.  Mapsco 8R.  It is very happy way for the IAS members to spend some 

merry time with friends and also a great day for children.  Chairs for this year's party are Lynne and John 

Barnard, very ably assisted by Sue Faulkner.  Highlights of the party will be a visit from Santa and the 

introduction of the 2004 Irish Person of the Year.

We will start off the New Year with a Pub Night on January 13.  On February 15, the IAS  annual "Talent Show," 

professionally produced and directed by our gracious Chair lady, Lula May Walsh, will be held at Sherlock's 

Pub located in Addison (same location as last year).

The highlight of the IAS season is the annual St. Patrick's Day Ball which will be held on March 13 at Brookhaven 

Country Club. The Annual Downtown St. Patrick's Day Parade will be March 14, chaired by Cynthia and Tim 

McDonald.    More information will be forthcoming about these upcoming events.  

In the past few months, some of our very prominent IAS members have encountered some medical 

problems.  We wish Tom Walsh and Tom Kelly speed recovery.  Eve Dunigan is recovering nicely from a fall.  

We also send Ron Ebest our very special thoughts.

Before I run out of paper, I would like to thank all of you who volunteer to make the IAS a very successful and 

fun organization.  I hope you have a wonderful holiday season and hope to see you during this festive time.

                                                                                                                                         -Anne and Joe Brophy



Our good friend and IAS buddy, Tom Walsh, is 
recovering nicely from a bout with double pneumonia.  
In and out of the hospital a couple times but now 
stronger and getting around.   He and Lula Maye 
attended our last Pub Night and even got a rousing  
welcome with "For He's A Jolly Good Fellow."

John and Lynne Barnard have another new little 
granddaughter, Annabelle Lee, born on Grandpa 
John's birthday.  What a beautiful gift from their son 
and daughter-in-law.  Congratulations to all the 
Barnards!

One of our members, Shirley Kelly, had an 
unfortunate accident in her own backyard a month 
ago.  She sprained both ankles!  One would have 
been too much,  but as husband Bob said, “Shirley 
likes to do things in a big way.”   Get stronger every 
day, Shirley!

John and Ann O'Neill have had huge smiles on their 
faces lately.  Their only daughter, Ellen, has recently 
become engaged to a fine man, Greg Landig.  
Actually, the two mothers (both Realtors) planted the 
idea that they should meet one another - and it 
worked!  Best wishes to both families.

Matt Dunigan, son of Frank and Eve Dunigan has 
recently been inducted into the Canadian Football 
Hall of Fame.  Matt was the premier quarterback in 
the history of the CFL.  Frank and Eve, as well as a 
friend, Anna, visiting the Dunigans from Germany 
attended the fabulous ceremony in Winnipeg.  Talk 
about being PROUD parents!!

Speaking of the Dunigans.  Eve took an unfortunate 
fall at a friend's wedding in Cleveland, Ohio last 
September, injuring her right arm. The large, blue cast 
has not slowed Eve down one bit though.  She's still 
out and about and still doing for others, like she 
always does.

Our dear and long-time  member, Tom Kelly, has 
been recovering nicely from a recent stay in the 
hospital.  All his IAS friends wish him a speedy 
recovery after his surgery.

Did someone tell past president John McShane to 
take a flying leap? He did, having his first experience 
at sky diving a few months back. Jumping out of an 
aircraft at 13,000 feet and free falling to earth at 120 
mph was very exciting, he said. 
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Annual Talent Show Feb. 15
will have presidential theme
     Polish your performing skills for the popular 
Talent Show, which will be held Feb. 15 at 
Sherlock's Baker St. Public House & Grill in 
Addison.
     Would-be stars should contact show coordinator 
Lula Maye Walsh to join the list of members who 
already have signed up to perform. Call her at 
214.324.3211 or e-mail . 
Don't hesitate if you want to get on stage, because 
the number of performers will be limited to between 
15 and 20, instead of the 25-plus at the last show.
Since the show is very near President's Day, 
everyone is asked to come in costume to match the 
presidential theme. Pick your favorite president or 
first lady,  contemporary or historic,  and dress the 
part. Those that know their presidential trivia could 
win quiz prizes, too.  
     The show will cost $10 prepaid by check to Sue 
Faulkner, 4421 Mendenhall Dr., Dallas 75244. Late 
entrance fee will be an additional $3. Sue also has 
agreed to do the name tags. 
     Eileen and Tom Kelly will be checking people in 
at the door. 
     Other committees are being formed. If you'd like 
to help, please contact Lula Maye. 
“Back-up musicians will be available as last year, so 
come on down and swing and sway. Put this date on 
your calendar now and don't forget,” Lula Maye 
says.
     Sherlock's Baker St. Public House & Grill is at 
5100 Beltline Rd. in Addison, behind Bennigan's in 
Village on the Parkway. Find it at Mapsco 14C.  
                                                      -Lula Maye Walsh   

lulawalsh@earthlink.net

Society brings Ramblers here
     IAS sponsored a concert Oct. 12 by the Dublin
City Ramblers, along with Bishop Lynch High School,
and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves very
much. This was another opportunity to enjoy some
Irish culture.
                             

 -Rosemary O’Neill, cultural chair
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Christmas colors are melancholy
     The Irish consider Christmas the most holy and 
joyous time of the year.  The season is, in fact, so 
joyous that Epiphany, the last of the 12 days of 
Christmas, is viewed with melancholy simply because 
it is the end.
     Many of the traditions and customs associated 
with the holiday are touched with that same spirit of 
melancholy that colors Epiphany.     
     The Irish have a saying: “A green Christmas makes 
a fat churchyard.” A Christmas without snow is a sign 
of hard times to come, an omen that the village 
churchyards will grow fat with new graves.  The 
proverb reveals something of the character of the 
Irish people, and it reveals something of their history 
and struggles.  It does not snow often in Ireland, and 
thus, it does not snow often on Christmas.  A green 
Christmas is the norm, rather than the exception. And 
this struggle for survival, constant through hundreds of 
years, is reflected in the Irish celebration of even this 
most happy of holidays.  
     The Irish have another saying about snow on 
Christmas: “When it snows on Christmas Eve, the 
angels in heaven are plucking geese for the feast on 
the morrow.” A white Christmas makes a thin church- 
yard.  When it snows on Christmas, there will be a 
goose for dinner and plenty in the coming year. 
     On Christmas Eve, the Irish put lighted candles in 
their windows. The candles, it is said, light the way for 
Mary and Joseph, who wander forever on Christmas 
Eve.  But in the days when the English tried to 
suppress Catholicism, the candles were a signal to 
passing priests of a house where Mass could be said 
in safety.  So to the Irish, the candles symbolize two 
things at once. One is joyous, one is sad.
     On Christmas night, there is another custom, the 
telling of stories.  The oldest member of the family 
gathers everyone around and tells the story of Mary 
and Joseph, and there are yarns about the family 
and Irish history; folklore of all possibilities are told.  
Every village had a professional storyteller, the 
shanachie (SHAN uh kee), who memorized the entire 
repertoire of village tales and passes the tales on to 
the children and the next shanachie.  As long as the 
stories survived, the lives and events that inspired 
them survived and had meaning.
     The final chapter of Christmas in Ireland,  “The 
Wee Christmas Cabin of Car-na-ween,” is one of 
those stories that may have been retold around the 
hearth on Christmas night, both bitter and sweet, 
green and white, filled with both fat churchyards and 
geese plucked in heaven.“Everyone should try to find 
this story and learn about the child Oona. It is by Ruth 
Sawyer,” says historian Lula Maye Walsh. 

  Irish Christmas Memories 
                                                              By Hilda (Rogers) Jarratt

     When I was a little girl growing up in a large 
Catholic family near Dublin, Ireland, Christmas was 
one of the most wonderful times of the year.  Filled 
with the beautiful smell of Christmas cooking and the 
joy and merriment of family, it was a magical time 
that I still remember today with the wonderment of a 
little girl.
CHRISTMAS PUDDING
    Mother's Christmas pudding marked the beginning 
of the holiday season. It was a breadcrumb-based 
concoction with loads of dried fruit, suet and spices.  
Following the ritual good luck stir, the pudding was 
boiled for several hours in muslin or inn a can sealed 
with string and wax paper.  The pudding's success or 
failure was very important to my mother as it was one 
of the traditional dishes offered to visitors over the 
Christmas holidays.  I remember the neighborhood 
ladies were always complimenting each other on 
their puddings while secretly believing that their 
particular recipe, passed down from mother to 
daughter, was most definitely superior to all the rest.
THE CHRISTMAS GOOSE
    We lived on a farm and among my mother's many 
responsibilities were the geese and turkeys. In our 
family, we ate goose for Christmas dinner, and every 
year mother chose the best goose and saw to it that 
it was well fattened throughout the summer and fall.
Eventually, the time would come to kill the hapless 
Christmas goose; this was a major event in our family 
and I still marvel at my mother's ability to pick up the 
goose and stretch its neck across the cutting board.  
One year as my brothers reached their teens, we 
decided to do the killing for her. We had a tight grip 
on the goose as we stretched its neck on a block of 
wood and raised the hatchet. Killing a goose was a 
dangerous task, with the executioner lucky that he 
didn't lose a hand to the hatchet or an eye to the 
scratching bird. We finally decapitated it and thought 
the headless beast would never stop running around 
the yard.
DECORATIONS

     We did not have a Christmas tree as 
evergreens were not that common in Ireland, 
although most families have them today.  
Instead, we would head out with our father to 
collect holly and ivy in the woods. This was very 
important work. Finding a holly bush with tons of 
berries was considered great luck. We would 
haul bundles of it home and garnish the 
mantelpiece, the Sacred Heart picture, the tops 
of curtains and other spots in the house.
THE TRIMMINGS
     Christmas was the only time we had bread sauce, 
which was made from breadcrumbs, milk, and an 
onion Stuck with cloves in it for flavoring.  Trifle was 
also a major part of our desert. We would skim the 
cream of the milk can with great care, and watch 
our mother beat if with a whisk until it was thick.
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Grahams head International
Festival booth for Society

The Irish were well represented at the 
International Festival Nov. 8 and 9 with a booth 
chaired by Margaret and Jim Graham.

A number of people visited the booth and asked 
questions about Ireland. The festival is held annually 
at St. Mark's School of Texas, with more than 275 
cultural groups and 600 performing artists 
representing their countries.

About 125 booths offered arts and crafts from 
around the world, an International Food Court, the 
Children's Passport to International Dallas and four 
Global Stages with holiday performances by 70 ethnic 
community arts groups. 

There was a Peace Wall, Global Drum Circle, 
Parade of Nations, naturalization ceremony, Medieval 
Courtyard and an International Art Pavilion. Among 
the featured performing arts groups were Tango Trio 
Dallas (Uruguay); Voces y Danzas de Chile; Hibernia 
Irish Dance Company; Ayubu Kamau Sacred African 
Drum and Dance Society; Sandunga Dancers; 
Kalinka Russian Duo; Watusi (Carribean); Vision 
Andina; Filipino Folk Arts Theatre, Inc.; Hula Wahine; 
Samba Dallas; Kumaassi African Ensemble; Daniel 
de Cordoba Bailes Espanoles and Hermanos 
Egusquizas (Peru). 

The International Festival is a fun event. It is an 
excellent way to show off the traditions and crafts of 
your ancestral homeland and learn about other 
countries. You might enjoy participating in the Irish-
American Society booth next year.
                                          -Jim and Margaret Graham

Margaret Graham, left, Mavis Dion and Jim Graham set 
up an extensive display of Irish items as part of the 2003 
International Festival. More than 275 different cultural 
groups participated in the annual event.

and Drums will perform outside and in the foyer area 
at 2 p.m. Christmas ensembles and roving musicians 
including Threadneedle Street, Cór Gaeilge Texais 
and Under the Mistletoe will perform in the foyer and 
in back of the auditorium during the entire event.
     General admission is $20 for adults and children 
aged 12 and up. (Senior citizens receive a discount.) 
General admission includes unlimited access to all 
musical stage performances as well as to the Celtic 
Faire marketplace.  Admission to the Celtic Faire 
marketplace alone is $5.  Free parking is available at 
the AA Center location. 
     Advance tickets maybe purchased online at 
www.scmatx.org or www.ntif.org, which also provide 
a detailed schedule of activities and performances 
as well as driving directions from both Dallas and Fort 
Worth. Phone 214.821.4173 for more information.
     Proceeds from the event will go toward financing 
next spring's North Texas Irish Festival.

Celtic Christmas, continued from page 1

Holiday
Happy Hour

Holiday
Happy Hour

Tuesday, Dec. 16
at Sherlock’s

Tuesday, Dec. 16
at Sherlock’s

Pub        NightPub        Night
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Notes about how Shamrock News operates
to keep IAS members informed

Shamrock News is published for members of the Irish-American Society. 
The newsletter covers activities of the Society as well as events of other 
Celtic organizations that might be of interest to the membership.

All members are strongly encouraged to submit articles, story ideas and 
photos, although these submissions cannot be guaranteed to appear in the 
newsletter because of space or time constraints. General material should 
be sent to Patricia Dillingham, editor, and items for Wee Bits go to Sue 
Faulkner. Contact information is available in the newsletter and directory.

People appearing in all photos must be identified to help readers relate to 
the people and events pictured. Other pertinent information required for 
use of a photo include date, event or other details.

Publications will cover January/February, March/April, May/June, 
July/August, September/October, November/December and a special 

thIrish Season issue in February. Deadline for submissions is the 10  of the 
th

month before the publication date, or the 10  of December for the 
thJanuary/February issue, the 10  of February for the March/April issue, 

th
the 10  of April for the May/June issue, etc. The Irish Season issue will 
appear in mid-February. The editor will e-mail deadline reminders to those 
members for whom she has up-to-date e-mail addresses. In special 
circumstances, every effort will be made to include late-breaking 
information that becomes available after the deadline.  

Issues will be mailed to members, e-mailed in color to those members who 
place their current e-mail addresses on file with the editor (indicating they 
wish to receive an electronic copy)* and provided for posting to the 
Society's Web site the first week of January, March, May, July, 
September and November. 

The newsletter accepts electronic advertising copy in .jpg or .tif format to 
thhelp defray publication costs. Ads are due to the editor on the 10  of the 

month prior to publication (see above), and full payment must be 
made to the IAS treasurer before ads will be placed in the newsletter. 
Members who bring in paid advertising will receive 20 percent of the 
price in commission, payable by the treasurer following receipt of funds 
by the advertiser. Ad rates:

business card $15
¼ page   25
½ page   50
full page   75

*Some Internet providers, such as Hotmail and Yahoo, do not accept larger files. Those 
using such providers will not be able to receive the newsletter via e-mail.
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Coming home for Christmas
     The traditional Irish Christmas is a celebration of  
family, but only the immediate family: father, mother, 
children and grandparents or relatives who happen 
to be living under the same roof.  Married children 
have their own homes and, thus their own Christmas 
celebrations.  Unmarried children, regardless of age 
or location, are considered “immediate” and are 
expected to come home to their parents' in time for 
Christmas Eve.  Distance is no excuse, and every 
Dec. 24, there is an exodus of sons and daughters 
traveling out of the cities, out of Cork and Galway, 
Dublin and even London, back into the countryside.
     Many of the Irish who have emigrated to the 
United States also return for Christmas.  But, in the 
past, when travel was more difficult, the relatives 
“gone off to America” sent their Christmas greetings 
via letter, what the Irish call the “American letter.” 
These letters became a very important fixture of 
Christmas in Ireland.  Enclosed with the news of family 
and their wishes for a “happy Christmas” was, 
invariably, a gift of cash.  For the nearly 100 years 
between the potato famine and the end of World 
War II, this money enabled thousands of Irish families 
to enjoy a “good and proper” Christmas, to buy the 
children gifts and to put meat on the tables for 
Christmas Day.  
     Today, the Irish still expect to hear from their 
relatives living in the United States. In most cases 
today, the “American letters” no longer contain the 
gifts of cash simply because most Irish families no 
longer need financial help.
     Today, as in the past, people are up early on 
Christmas Eve, for there is much to be done to 
prepare for the 
Christmas cele-
bration.  Although 
the decorations 
may have been 
weeks in the 
making, they may 
not be set into 
place until Christ-
mas Eve.  Also it is 
an important shop-
ping day in much 
of Ireland.  Some 
people do most or 
even all of their 
shopping on Dec. 
24, which is not as 
impossible as it 
sounds, given the 
relatively small 
 

    

  
number of gifts that most people purchase.
     In Ireland shops stay open later than usual on 
Christmas Eve to accommodate the last-minute rush.  
Many merchants and shopkeepers also give gifts to 
their regular customers on Christmas Eve, a bottle of  
wine, a box of Christmas sweets or a special loaf of 
bread. 
     Christmas Eve was, however, an excellent night 
on which to die, for the gates of heaven were open 
to everyone on the eve of Christ's birth.  God 
answered all prayers offered up on Christmas Eve as 
well.  It was thought that the Devil died annually on 
Dec. 24, and church bells throughout Ireland tolled 
for the hour before midnight to mark his funeral.
     Midnight Mass, except in rural areas, is now con-
sidered by many Irish people to be an essential part 
of the Christmas celebration, and huge crowds 
attend the late services in churches throughout the 
country.  The Mass celebrates the birth of the Savior 
sent by a loving God to redeem the souls of all 
sinners.  Three hymns are traditionally sung: “Silent 
Night,” “Angels in the Realms of Glory” (Gloria in 
Excelsis Deo) and “Adeste Fidelis,” sung in Latin.
Before leaving church after Midnight Mass, it is 
essential to wish one's neighbors and friends a 
Nodlaig Nait Cugat, Happy Christmas in Gaelic.  The 
family then starts for home, perhaps walking so that 
they may enjoy the sight of all the candles in the 
windows.  When they get home the children are put 
to bed and the stockings that the children had hung 
earlier in the day on the bedsteads had to be filled 
with goodies by Santa. Then the candles in the win-
dows are put out and the door locked, although 
some homes leave the candles lit and the door 
unlatched  and a plate of cookies or pudding is left 
on the table, with the lights in the room left burning.  
     It is simply tradition. 
                                       --Lula Maye Walsh, historian
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ember information should be sent to suemfaulkner@comcast.net.  

is published in Dallas, Texas for members of the Irish-American Society. Articles, photos, ideas and comments are  welcome. Please 

submit them to pjdillingham@earthlink.net. M We’ll remind you via e-mail as each
deadline nears. Don’t forget the new telephone information hotline at 972.378.3095. Also, be sure to check our Web site for the latest details and 
even more information: www.iasdallas.com. Please let philr@earthlink.net know if your mailing or e-mail address changes. Thank you for your help.

Irish-American Society

Box 7596

Dallas, Tecas 75209

Pub Night
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Christmas Party
Dec. 7

Christmas Party
Dec. 7

Thanks to Lula Maye Walsh for the use of her antique Irish postcards
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