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Happy New Year -- Athbhlian faoi mhaiseHappy New Year -- Athbhlian faoi mhaise

1 annual Irish stew and soda bread cook-off a real tummy-pleaserst

Sunny Hand adds beer to her Shoe-
horn Stew. Everyone who attended got
to sample all the stews and breads. 

Merry Christmas -- Nollaig Shona DhuitMerry Christmas -- Nollaig Shona Dhuit

Party for the adults
     A dinner-dance for grown-ups is planned for
Friday, Dec. 10 at Level Two in the Brewery
Building, 703 McKinney Ave.
     The evening will begin at 7 p.m. with buffet
food, a cash bar and dancing until midnight.
     This is the first time that there will be two
special holiday events sponsored by the IAS;
this one is for adults only. Holiday cocktail attire
is requested.
     Cost is $40 per person. Reservations should
be made by Dec. 3. For information, call 
Sheila Dohm, 214.739.4139, or Caitlin Smith,  
214.826.1515.
     The Brewery is 

     

 in the West End near down-
town. There is secure, free parking available.

Kid’s holiday party
     Children of IAS members and their parents
are invited to a potluck Supper with Santa from 
4-7 p.m. on  Sunday, Dec. 5 at the St. Thomas 
Aquinas north campus, 6255 E. Mockingbird Ln.
     RSVPs are a must so that age- and gender-
appropriate token gifts from Santa can be on
hand. Please contact President Linda Murphy 
at 214.827.2931 right away if you plan to be 
there.
     Each family is asked for a donation of at
least $5 for the North Texas Food Bank and food
based on the last number of its home phone 
number: 0-2 - salad; 3-6- side dish; 7-9 - dessert. 
     When you make your reservations, be sure to 
ask about the best place to park.

     
     

     Dumplings, chili powder, wine, whatever it took, a bunch of earnest 
chefs concocted their best recipes Nov. 20 for the first annual stew and 
soda bread cook-off.

     The cook-off drew 14 entries and lots of tasters, including judges Les
Foley, Irish Person of the Year; caterer Patrick Geraghty; and Ray
Benning, chef at the Tipperary Inn, where the event was held.
     Cooks and their fare were Sharon 

     

     Eileen Kelly was tops in the bread category. Tim Cassin was second
and Lynn Barnard, third. Frank Dunigan took first prize for his stew.  Mike 
McConnaughey was second and Lula Maye Walsh, third. Eve Dunigan 
won the People’s Choice award for Ohio State Stew. Sharon O’Rourke 
and Doris Gradle caught the judges’ attention for their presentation.

O’Rourke and Doris Gradle, spotted
dog bread and Daddy’s Irish Stew; Sunny Hand, Sunny’s Horseshoe Stew;
Lynne Barnard, bread; Anne Brophy, bread; Eileen Kelly, brown bread
and soda bread; Eve Dunigan, Mystery Stew, white soda bread and brown
holiday soda bread; Frank Dunigan, Has Been Stew and brown bread; 
John McShane, stew; Lula Maye Walsh, stew and soda bread; Tim Cassin,
bread; Nancy McBride, Fancy Nancy’s Fancy Stew; Michael 
McConnaughey, stew; Frank Hernandez, Irish stew with a southwest flair . 
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Letter from your presidents
Murphy and I would like to encourage you to be prepared for all the upcoming events in the next two months.

We had the Irish Stew & Soda Bread Cook-off at the Tipperary Inn on Nov. 20. This included not only first, 
second and third prizes, but also a prize for best presentation and a people’s choice award.

The next event will be the children’s Christmas party. This will be Dec. 5 at the north campus of St. Thomas
Aquinas from 4 until 7 p.m., with a visit from Santa and a potluck supper.

This will be followed by the adult Christmas dinner and dance at Level II at the Brewery in the West End on Dec.
10 from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m.

You should be receiving invitations and mailings with information regarding these events. If you don’t get them, 
please call me so that I can verify our records of your address.

We have had several calls and been given quite a few new ideas with our planning and quite frankly are
amazed at all the good input. Lately, the entire board has been scrambling to get everything scheduled. We
hope you feel free to let us know your ideas.

We hope to see you at some of the upcoming events, but if not, we want to take the time to wish you all very
happy holidays.                                                                                                                  

A Christmas Tea for ladies (granddaughters welcome) will be held Sunday, Dec. 12

   from 2:30 to 5 p.m. at the home of Sharon O’Rourke, 7123 Delrose in East Dallas. 

     In addition to traditional teatime goodies, there will be carols and music by the 

     and Doris Gradle. Cost for this holiday event is $8 per person. RSVPs are

   required, please. Call 214.327.4706 or 214.351.3890.

hostess 

The tea is sponsored by the Irish American Cultural Institute.

     DFW International Association, an umbrella group representing 1,600 inter-

national organizations, honored its members with a reception Nov. 17 in City 

Hall’s Flag Room.

     DFW International works to bring the many nationalities in the area together. 

The group points out that nearly 35 percent of North Texas residents are first- or 

second-generation immigrants, and these people, along with others who have 

been here longer, add to the richness and diversity of Dallas. Among their 

numbers are new immigrants from Somalia, Bosnia, 

     Past presidents Joe Brophy and John McShane and newsletter editor

Patricia Dillingham represented the Irish at the reception. 

Kurdistan and Kosovo, as

well as significant numbers from India, Vietnam, China, Pakistan, Iran, other Arab 

states and many from throughout Latin America and Europe. 

DFW International helps these newcomers adapt, and works to foster relations 

between all ethnic and cultural groups. For more information about their work,

and to see the lengthy list of countries represented, go to the Web site, 

www.dfwinternational.org.  

     McShane donated a large, festive basket of Irish goodies to a silent auction 

of items representing dozens of countries. 

     Many of the people attending the reception wore traditional clothing from

their countries of origin, making for a colorful and exotic gathering.

 --Tony & Linda Murphy

Eve Dunigan won People’s 
Choice in the recent cook-off. 
See page one for the details.

DFW International honors international groups



Our sincere condolences to Nick and Tina Jans,  
former Rose Ashley Childress, and the rest of the
family on the recent death of Nick’s father, Nicolas. 

Anne and Joe Brophy’s family is growing. They
welcomed Michael Vincent Oct. 21, the son of
Christina and Michael O’Shell and brother of 
two-year-old Allie. And they expect a new grand-
daughter in December. Joe and Catherine Brophy
and two-year-old Lauren are eagerly awaiting her,
too.

Lary and Shele Leach are enjoying the “good 
life” these days, too.  They have rented a condo on 
South Padre Island for the month of November, with 
family and friends visiting to make sure they don't 
get bored.

Tony Murphy, our IAS President, is spending a week 
or so in Ireland with friends, attending international 
rugby matches and later visiting with family, who 
reside in Limerick.

Belated congratulations go to our Irish Person of the 
Year, Les Foley and his new bride, Denise.  Many 
years of happiness.

Eve and Frank Dunigan are grandparents again. 
Dan and Erin had their first child, Shannon Elizabeth, 
the evening of Nov. 16. Congratulations!

Eileen and Tom Kelly’s daughter,  former Rose of 
Tralee Maureen, has written a detailed article, “Real 
Estate: Untapped Market,” which is printed in Area 
Development Magazine. And this isn’t her first
published article.

Bill and Mary Dowling just returned from their very 
first cruise through the Carribean.  Mary says it's the 
first, but not the last one.

Congratulations are in order for Tom and Eileen 
Kelly, who now have a lovely, beautiful daughter-
in-law.  Their son, T.J. and Aerin Saltsman 
married on Oct. 2 in Denver.  Many from Dallas 
attended and everyone had a fabulous time.  
Some of Tom's and Eileen's relatives from Ireland
returned to Dallas after the celebration and visited 
them for a week or so.

Deepest sympathy to Rose Foley, whose father, 
John Capraro, Sr., passed away in Utica, N.Y. in
late September. 

Marie Welch spent six weeks or more this summer 
visiting relatives and friends in her homeland, 
Ireland.  She said they kept her on the move 
continuously. Marie and Richard are now at their 
"home away from home" in Corpus Christi, where 
Richard is working on a special consulting 
assignment for the next few months.  While there 
they also celebrated their 47th wedding 
anniversary. While Richard's at work, Marie spends 
much of her time sitting on their veranda, 
overlooking the bay and certainly sipping Irish
tea.  The good life!
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Got news?
     Shamrock News would like to share 

news from all area Irish groups that 
would be of interest to our members. 

Send in special events, cultural 
material, historical articles, Celtic

 things found on the Internet, photos 
(at least 300 dpi) and other items; 

we’ll try to get them in.

g

g

g

g

Parade group sets kickoff
to recruit deputy marshalls
     Jan. 13 has been set for the first annual deputy
marshall kickoff by the Downtown Dallas St. Patrick’s
Day Parade Committee.
    This event is exclusively for last year’s deputy 
marshalls and those who may be interested in
joining their ranks. Each marshall will receive tickets 
to invite two additional couples to the event. 
     The marshalls will receive 2005 emblems to
attach to the sashes they got last year at the
party.
     

     Anyone who is interested in becoming a
deputy marshall for the parade can call
214.520.3939 for more information and an
invitation to the party. 
     

     
     

These parade officials pay $250 to help support
the family-oriented parade on the Sunday closest 
to St. Patrick’s Day.
     Marshalls also will be honored at a reception 
March 9.

December 2004/January 2005
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Texas Rose Center will host 
North American conference
     The Texas Rose of Tralee Center will host the 
North American Conference of Rose groups Feb. 4-7.
     Representatives from Rose of Tralee affiliates in
Canada and the United States will gather to plan
their participation in the international festival. An
official from the festival also may attend the  
conference.
     The festival draws participants from 30 locations 
from around the world to Ireland for a week’s 
events leading up to the selection of a new Rose. 
Caitlin Lowry represents Texas this year.
     For more information about the Rose of Tralee
organization, go to www.texasroseoftralee.org.

Texas Rose Caitlin Lowry, right, and her North American
counterparts from Washington, D.C. and Toronto posed 
at the international festival last August.

IACI members (from left) Sharon O’Rourke, Pat Howell
and Kate Sweeney Wassmann pose with Gary Spaulding
after his presentation on Ireland’s earliest people.

Ireland’s earliest settlers subject
of recent presentation at SMU
     The people who lived in Ireland 11,000 years 
ago came to life through artifacts and facts brought
by Gary Spaulding to a recent program at SMU.
     How Ireland’s first settlers lived, where they came
from and details of their daily lives have been 
gleaned from years of study by Spaulding, who has
been a science teacher in the Fort Worth public 
schools for 32 years and is a member of the 
Archeological Society at Queens University in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. He showed flint and other artifacts 
from sites such as Molloy’s Ford on the River Bann. 
The material is on loan from Queens University.
     Spaulding, who with his wife, Agnes, has been a
long-time supporter of the North Texas Irish Festival,
spends every other summer in Coleraine, Ireland,
Agnes’ childhood home, continuing his study of the
earliest Irish.
     Sponsor was the Irish American Cultural Institute.

Texas Rose journeys to London
By Caitlin Lowry

     My year as the Texas Rose of Tralee has been
awesome. After experiencing the most exciting 
time of my life in Ireland, I was given the opportunity 
to go to London. I accompanied a group of fab-
ulous people who are members of the Knights 
Templar. I enjoyed four wonderful days touring 
around the city and on Saturday evening I was 
fortunate enough to witness the ceremonial 
induction of the new Grand Prior [of the Knights
Templar]. The entire trip was a very insightful exper-
ience, and I enjoyed it thoroughly. I would like to 
thank David Lunt, Vince Zubras and all the other 
people who made this London trip possible. I am 
looking forward to returning to Dallas at Christmas-
time and seeing everyone in the Irish-American 
Society. Thank you all so very much for your support.

pub nightspub nights
         The December Pub Night will be held 
    on Dec. 14 at the Holiday Inn Select by 
Love Field at 3300 W. Mockingbird Ln. Hors 
d'oeuvres and reduced-price drinks by the
Main Lobby. Call 214.357.8500 for directions.

Pub Night begins at 6 p.m. on
the second Tuesday of each month.

The January Pub Night will be on Jan. 11
at M Grill & Tap, Uptown at 2520 Cedar 
Springs, 3 blocks north of the Crescent. Call
214.220.1130 for directions.
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     Bone up on your set dancing for the ceili we’ve
planned for March with the Irish American Cultural
Institute on Jan. 16.
     IACI offers A Ceili for Dummies from 2:30 until 6 
p.m. that Sunday afternoon at the Tipperary Inn,
5815 Live Oak at Skillman in East Dallas. Sharon
O’Rourke will call the dances, and both dancers 
and those who want to watch are welcome.
     Cost is $5 per person.

Ceili for Dummies

   Brush up on your Irish dancing
  ahead of big St. Patrick’s ceili

     An update on the Good Friday peace accord,
changes in passports and details on dual citizen-
ship were among the topics Irish Consul-General 
Charles Sheehan discussed during a late October 
visit to Dallas.
     The Consul-General, who covers the Midwest and 
most Southern states from his base in Chicago, met
briefly with members of several local Irish groups. 
He answered questions, outlined several changes 
to citizenship issues and reported on apparent pro-
gress in the Northern Ireland peace talks.
     His visit, and those of John O’Donoghue, Minister
for foreign Affairs, and Micheál Martin, Minister for
Enterprise, Trade and Employment (who visited
Austin), coincided with the Breeders’ Cup, the
premiere world horse racing event held here for 
the first time Oct. 30. Horse breedking and racing 
are classic Irish Pursuits, and one of that country’s 
leading stables had about 20 horses in Breeders’ 
Cup events.
     Sheehan, who has 23 years’ foreign service
expereince, was posted to Scandinavia and New
York consulates and served as deputy ambassador
to Italy before replacing Eamon Hickey in Chicago
several years ago. He alternated foreign postings
with stints in Dublin, where he dealt with international
security issues. This was his first trip to Dallas, but not
his last, he promised.
     

Representatives from Irish groups met in October with 
Charles Sheehan, Irish Consul-General. Pictured are (left) 
Pauline Mayfield, Project Children; Joan DeDitius, Irish 
American Cultural Institute; Tony Murphy, Irish-American 
Society; Consul-General Sheehan; Sheila Dohm, Texas 
Rose of Tralee; and Cynthia and Tim McDonald, Down-
town Dallas St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee.

//

//

//

Irish Consul-General visits Dallas

//

Share your photos of Irish life
     If you have photographs of Irish life or history,
Ken Byrnes sure would like to borrow them.
     As noted in an earlier Shamrock News, Byrnes
is making a documentary on Irish language and
culture. He needs many photos for cut-aways
and would appreciate getting digital copies in jpg
format.
     Here are the most-needed shots:

Daniel O’Connell
Houses of Parliament
Douglas Hyde (portrait and speaking)
Irish Revival Writers
Lady Gregory
Padraig Pearse
Tally Sticks
Town of Sligo
map of Sligo
kids playing Irish games
kids practicing Irish dance
kids and families reading Irish literature or 
publications
tenant farmers
Irish countryside, old and new
different political groups, old and new
Martin O’Caine (spelling may be wrong)
Irish and English TV and radio stations, old and 
new
people in different Irish cities, farms, towns, 
historic and modern
detailed maps of the Gaeltacht region
historic shots of Cobh harbor, ships with emigrants 
all the way back to the famine
old photos of airports
Irish movie posters: Michael Collins, Dancing at 
Lughnasa, This is My Father, In America, all others
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     Byrnes has been working on the documentary for 
quite a while, so help him out if you can. You might 
enjoy going through your old family photos, too. 
Reach him at  cityjava.film@verizon.net.
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Dr. Siobhan Geraghty, center, traded cultures for a bit
while attending German Fest with Phil and Sue Faulkner 
after a recent lecture about the history found  in Irish 
graveyards.

Meet the Board

     Meet Treasurer Kristy Tickner
                                              Hi, I am Kristy Tickner, 
                                              and I am the secretary 
                                              of the Irish-American 
                                              Society. I want to share 
                                              a little about myself 
                                              with everyone.
                                                  I grew up in Plano. I 
                                              am the daughter of 
                                              Maureen and Steve 
                                              Tickner and the grand-
                                              daughter of Joan and 
                                             Don DeDitius. Erin, my 
younger sister, majors in nursing at . I 
graduated from Plano East Senior High in 1997 and 
went to college at what was then Southwest Texas 
State in San Marcos. I am a member of Alpha 
Omicron Pi sorority. While in the sorority, I served in 
several leadership positions, participated in many 
philanthropic events and continued to foster a love 
of education and sports. I graduated with an Exer-
cise and Sport Science bachelor’s degree with a 
minor in math in May 2001. 
     I started full-time teaching high school math at
Plano East in the fall of 2002. I was a drill team
assistant director in 2003-04, and am a first-year
assistant cheerleading director. This means added
late hours on campus, at athletic events and trying
to grade my students’ work around my busy
schedule.
     I also try to teach outside the formalized school
system, teaching 2- 5-year-olds how to swim in the
summertime. I am an avid reader and often lend
my friends books I think they should read. I also
teach some of my friends how to cook and about 
the traditions of my Irish heritage. And I often try to
organize events for us around town. 
     My family is grounded in our Irish heritage. 
Through my grandparents, I have become more 
involved in organizations such as the IAS, parade 
and the Rose. I have participated in events with the 
Irish American Cultural Institute as well. I have 
helped with the St. Patrick’s Day parade since I was 
about 5 years old. I have competed twice in the 
Texas Rose of Tralee pageant. I spend much time 
with my family at dinners, parties and other events. 
And I appreciate their support as I follow my dream 
to be an outstanding educator.
     Some day, I hope to start a family of my own and
teach them about my Irish heritage. I believe that
passing on this knowledge is an important part of
growing up and passing on the old traditions to the
next generation.

Texas Tech

Kristy Tickner

Celtic bluegrass band The McKrells will headline NTIF

     The North Texas Irish Festival March 4-6 will focus
on the origins of Appalachian bluegrass in traditional
Irish music.
     The McKrells, Celtic bluegrass band, and The 
Elders, a Celtic rock band, lead the headliners, which
include Tim O’Brien, bluegrass Vocalist of the Year;
and more traditional Celtic groups Teada, Sliabh 
Notes, Paddy Keenan and Ed Miller, along with a
number of local and regional bands.
     Dancers from several area Irish step-dancing
schools will perform as well. There also will be exhibits
from Celtic cultural organizations and lots of vendors.
     The Irish-American Society will sponsor a booth to
inform festival visitors of Irish culture and the society’s
activities. This is a good opportunity to recruit new
members and let the community know about us 
and our efforts to foster Irish culture and fellowship.

“Bluegrass has Green Roots” 
theme of North Texas Irish Fest

//
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O’Flaherty Irish Music Retreat
a big hit with Celtic musicians

By Caitlin Smith

     I am extremely fortunate to have had the
opportunity to attend Dallas’ first O’Flaherty Irish
Music Retreat Oct. 30-31 at the Springhill Retreat
Center in Richardson. The event included two full
days of classes in fiddle, flute, hodhran, harp, banjo
and mandolin, guitar, piano, singing and hammer-
ed dulcimer. There were instructor concerts, sessions
and a ceili on Saturday night.
     Recognized as one of the world’s most respect-
ed Irish musicians, Seamus Connolly, a 10-time
winner of the Irish National Fiddle Championships,
a former member of the Kilfenora Ceili Band, the
Director of the Boston College Irish Studies in Music,
Song and Dance was a master instructor at the
retreat. It was a phenomenal, family-friendly, beg-
inner-through-advanced musical event that I want 
to let everyone in the Irish-American Society know
about so you all can plan to attend next year.
     The O’Flaherty Music retreat was sponsored by
the Southwest Celtic Music Association and by 
Trinity Hall Irish Pub and Restaurant. It was organized
in large part by Ken Fleming. This retreat was in-
credibly well organized. Music classes were held in
separate rooms but we all got together for sessions
in a large community room. In between classes
you could sit outside around picnic tables in a park 
atmosphere, make new friends and spend several
hours learning about Irish music.
     The Springhill Retreat Center’s facilities included
classrooms, a pond, an outdoor concert area, a
lodge, a chapel and tent camping. Young children
and seniors found common ground in learning Irish
tunes during the day, being entertained by the
instructors during the evening and ceili dancing
together at night. Information regarding any Irish
musical instrument and/or tunes was widely avail-
able. Several local musicians were available to
answer questions and offer encouragement.
     You can receive additional information by
contacting Ken Fleming: 972.783.8445 or e-mail
retreat@irishtradmusic.org.

--Steve Farmer

The first annual Irish music retreat brought lots of musicians 
together to study a wide range of Celtic instruments. This 
class practices the bodhran. The writer plays the flute.

New York Times article takes look at 
growing immigrant returns to Ireland
     On Nov. 10, the New York Times published an
article on the return home of Irish immigrants 
who came to the U.S. in the past two decades.
Go to www.nytimes.com/2004/11/10/nyregion/
10irish to read the details.             --Joe Brophy

Parade committee raises $$$$
 

 

By Cynthia McDonald

     The Downtown Dallas St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee  had a fabulous evening of wine, food
and auction Nov. 13. Thank you to all the IAS 
members who attended and donated items. It was
held at the home of Mark Esposito in Highland Park
and we were entertained all evening by Jim Degnan
and his trio. Almost $5,000 was raised for the parade
and Autism Treatment Centers of Texas. Thanks to
Toni Degnan and Nancy McBride for all their hard
work in putting this event together.

Nelon and Dobrott to head
Texas Rose of Tralee board
     The Texas Center of the International Rose of 
Tralee has a new board of directors, led by 
chair Jackie Nelon and J.J. Dobrott.
     Maura Brown will serve as secretary; Linda
Murphy as treasurer; Maureen Womack, ball social
chair; ; and 

.
     This group will handle the 2005 Rose of Tralee
ball and selection process -- which is scheduled 
for June 4, 2005 -- while the “old” board, headed
by Sheila Dolm, will continue working with the 
current Rose, Caitlin Lowry. 
     The organization is looking for volunteers to help. 
If you are interested, contact any member of the
new board.

co-chair 

Marie Welch, candidate liaison Phyllis 
Wells, chair judge

December 2004/January 2005
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ember information should be sent to suemfaulkner@comcast.net.  

is published in Dallas, Texas for members of the Irish-American Society. Articles, photos, ideas and comments are  welcome. Please 

submit them to pjdillingham@earthlink.net. M We’ll remind you via e-mail as each
deadline nears. Be sure to check our Web site for the latest details and more information: www.iasdallas.com. Please e-mail Mike-Gayle@swbell.net if 
your mailing or e-mail address changes. Thank you for your help.

Irish-American Society

Box 7596

Dallas, Texas 75209

Santa’s having a

party for good little 

Irish girls and boys

on Dec. 5

and a dinner/dance

for adults on Dec. 10.

Get all the details

on the front page.

If you missed
the first annual
Irish stew and
soda bread
cook-off, you
missed some
yummy food,
like the stew
brewed up by
former IAS
president John
McShane. See
the story on 
page one.

John
McShane
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