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Planning session leads to number of changes in traditional events
     There has been a major revamping of the Irish-
American Society social calendar as a result of 
member input during August’s planning session.
     More than 50 members submitted ideas and
comments on a variety of topics presented by the
Board of Directors. The verbal and written responses
have been tallied and acted on, leading to some
traditional events being dropped or revised and
new ones added.
     Members decided to eliminate the formal St.
Patrick’s Day Ball and replace it with a pair of new
activities. The ball, held on a Saturday night, was in
competition with the next morning’s Champagne 
and Shamrocks brunch and the afternoon’s Down-
town Dallas St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Attendance 
has been dwindling, and those who did go often
left early in order to participate in Sunday’s events.
     Next year, the IAS will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day
with a cocktail party and sit-down dinner the night
before the parade and a ceili following it, perhaps
pairing with other Irish organizations to sponsor the
ceili.
     The Christmas party is being expanded as well.
There will be an informal pot luck gathering with 
Santa Claus for members and their children that
will be separate from a grown-ups’ holiday event

Co-president Linda Murphy (with microphone) leads a 
full house through a comprehensive list of suggestions 
during August’s planning session. Members were urged 
to attend the meeting and vote on their preferences.

featuring cocktails, music and dancing. The Irish
Person of the Year will be announced during the
adult party.
     The customary autumn Beer & Bangers will no
longer be held. It will be replaced by a fund-raiser.
A number of ideas are being considered for the
fund-raiser, including cook-offs and other activities.
     Few members have been attending the general 
meeting, held every year to elect officers and
conduct business, so it will be expanded beyond a
business session to include some of the items that
had been part of Beer & Bangers. Now general
meeting will be held each June, and the agenda 
will feature officer elections, introduction of the new
Rose of Tralee and a social hour to meet new 
members and honor past presidents.
     There will be no changes in IAS participation in
the International Festival.
     The Talent Show will be held the same time of
year -- February -- but will place emphasis on having
fun instead of competing for prizes.
     No raffle will be held during the Irish Festival.
Instead, members wanted to sell Irish-themed
trinkets, such as beads, pins or stickers, and perhaps
t-shirts, and concentrate on      (Please see page 2)
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Murphy and I would like to thank the members who attended our Aug. 14 planning meeting. Between 50-55 
members attended, giving the Board many suggestions and ideas, plus a lot of good information. Sorry if 
you missed the meeting; it was a great opportunity to participate in forming our coming year's activities. 

Several volunteers stepped forward to offer to organize some of the events, but, as always, we still need your 
participation. The results of voting on Society events are discussed in a front page story in this issue of 
Shamrock News. Each event will need volunteers to be successful. If you see anything that you would like to 
help with, please contact us.

The Board has reviewed complaints regarding mail and e-mail solicitation of our members, using information 
from our directory. Someone even suggested that the IAS was selling its membership information, which 
emphatically is not true. As noted throughout our directory, members are asked not to use the information for 
any commercial solicitation. We would be more than happy to sell anyone an ad in the membership 
directory or the newsletter, or provide exposure for sponsors of our various events, but there has long been an 
informal understanding that the directory listings are to make it easier for our members to contact each 
other, not for generation of business leads. It should be used only for IAS business.

Membership renewals have been coming in at a slow pace. Some of our expenses-- mailings, newsletter 
printing and other things -- are based on number of members, and frankly, we have been receiving quite a 
few items back from the Post Office. This is a waste of money as well as time and effort. If you have forgotten 
to send in your dues or update your member information, you will be contacted over the next few weeks by 
a member of the Board.  We are working hard to clean up our lists so that only people who want to be 
involved are, and those who no longer are interested don't continue to get Society mailings. We'd really 
appreciate your cooperation.

Our wonderful volunteers sometimes incur expenses when doing events. There is a special form on which to 
report those expenses, and it will be available on the IAS Web site before long. Until then, those who need to 
be reimbursed should contact me for a copy of the proper form. Please remember that original receipts 
must accompany any request for reimbursement.

Traditionally this time of year we have the Beer & Bangers party to welcome new members and honor past 
presidents, but this year -- based on input from the planning session -- our Fall event will be a fund-raiser. 
Mike McConnaughey is chairing the event and would welcome hearing from you. Some of the ideas 
include an Irish stew or chili cook-off,  Irish soda bread cooking competition. The tentative date is early in 
November. Additional information will be coming via mailings and e-mail messages.

Fall certainly has started off with cooler weather and great anticipation for the Irish-American Society. We've 
been busy making plans and hope to see you at all our events.                                  -Tony and Linda Murphy

for a new location, and board members are looking
for additional ideas for a change of venue.
     The popular Pub Night will continue to be set on
the second Tuesday of each month, held at various
locations. Anyone who would like to suggest a good
pub for the group to visit can contact a member of 
the board.
     Wine and Roses, the annual fund-raiser to help
each year’s new Texas Rose of Tralee defray her
expenses at the international competition in Ireland,
will remain the same.
     There also may be some additional charity 
fund-raisers to fulfill the IAS mission as an educational 
and charitable organization.

Revamped activity calendar
(Continued from page 1)               telling festival-goers
about the society and recruiting new members.
     The Downtown Dallas St. Patrick’s Day Parade
participation will remain the same, with members
in the parade carrying banners from their counties
of origin. The only change might be the possibility
of marching by province, grouping counties into
one of the four Irish provinces and separating the
units with floats, bands or other types of parade
entries.
     Because of the heat, the Family Picnic will be

     

     

held the first part of May instead of the hottest part
of the summer. There are a number of  suggestions  

Letter from your presidents

Page 2



We were very saddened to hear that the brother of 
Carol-Anne Wilson, Fentan Hopper of North 
Carolina, passed away last month.  Carol-Anne is 
the editor of our Membership Directory...and does 
a fabulous job with it.  Thank you, Carol-Anne for all 
you do.

Our condolences also go to Helen Suessmann, 
whose sister, Leona Moxon, died in London on Aug 
22. Helen joined the family in returning her remains 
to Ireland.

Get-well wishes go out to our long-time member, 
Tom Walsh, who is recuperating well at home after 
surgery. Tom's in-house nurse, Lula Mae, said to tell 
all the IAS members that Tom says hello to 
everyone.  Keep up the good work Tom.

Many of our members went across the pond this 
summer to visit Ireland.  Betty Darcy spent five 
weeks visiting family in Wicklow and London as well.  
Phyllis Wells attended the Rose of Tralee Festival 
and took a couple more weeks to visit her family.  
Bill and Sheila Dohm again escorted the new 
Texas Rose and her family to Tralee.  Frank and Eve 
Dunigan just returned from New Ross, Killarney to 
attend the wedding of Nick Flynn, a friend to many 
in Dallas.  They had an opportunity to stay in a very, 
very old thatched roof cottage while visiting there. 

Jim Graham pointed out that on Sept. 14, thefirst 
George Websy's Irish Pub location (at Skiles and Live 
Oak) was torn down. Many will remember the 
popular pub as one of the liveliest St. Patrick’s Day 
gathering places in the entire state.

A tip of the hat to Mavis Dion for suggesting that
Trinity Works donate a variety of school supplies it 
would no longer be using to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School, where Principal Frank Romero was
grateful on behalf of his mostly Hispanic, 
low-income students. 

Congratulations to Gerry McEvoy and Maria Fox 
on the birth of a beautiful baby girl very, very early 
on Sept. 16, Gerry’s birthday. Tara Ellen is a 
fantastic birthday gift, Gerry says.
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Irish graveyards presentation is
timely scheduling for Halloween 
     Archeologist Dr. Siobhan 
Geraghty will investigate
fifth century cemeteries 
Oct. 8, setting the mood for
the coming Halloween 
observance.
     

 will 
discuss Irish Graveyards: 
Full of Life as the guest of 

at 7 
p.m. in the Richland College Planetarium, 12800 
Abrams Rd. 
     During the fifth century, Ireland was evangelized
by St. Patrick and other Christian missionaries. They
established churches at sites with holy wells or holy
trees, or near important routes or boundaries. These
sites, already hold to the pre-Christian Irish, helped
make a smoother transition from the ancient religion
to the new.
    The graveyards associated with these churches 
served the local communities, and many of them 
serve the communities still. Physical remains from
ancient monastic times include medieval herbs used
for culinary and medicinal purposes and ornamental
plants used in gardens. Grave markers became
fashionable in the mid-18th century and are import-
ant sources of local genealogical information today.
     There will be receptions both before and after
the program.
     Cost is $15 per person, with $10 for students. RSVP
to Kate Sweeney at 972.492.5655, or Joan DeDitius,
972.351.3890. Checks to IACI Dallas-Fort Worth
Chapter should be sent to Pat Howell, 1413 Tierra
Calle, Carrollton, TX 75006. Attendees also may pay
at the door.                                         -Joan DeDitius
             
    

Dr. Geraghty, who has a 
Ph.D. in archeology from 
the University of Cork,

the Irish American Cultural 
Institute. The audio-visual 
presentation will begin 

Got news?
     Shamrock News would like to share 

news from all area Irish groups that 
would be of interest to our members. 

Send in special events, cultural 
material, historical articles, Celtic

 things found on the Internet, photos 
(at least 300 dpi) and other items; 

we’ll try to get them in.

Dr. Siobhan Geraghty
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A real p rrot head
     With apologies to dedicated Jimmy           Buffet fans, Dr. Phil Ryan is the real “parrot head.”

     Singer Buffet, whose music celebrates      the languid, tropical life, has thousands of fans known as “parrot 

heads”-- he even has a line of laid-back clothing under the Parrot Head label--but those folks don’t have a 

clue what that really means.

     Ryan does. For decades this long-time Irish-American Society member has raised exotic species of parrots. 

He has become a leading expert in genetic manipulation of color in the brightly-hued birds. 

     The large aviary in Ryan’s North Dallas back yard is home to blue Indian ring-neck parakeets, peach-faced

love birds, red-fronted kakarikis, green-cheeked conures, yellow-fronted kakarikis, Pacific parrotlets, turquoisine

parakeets, crested cockatiels, Princess of Wales parakeets, Elegant parakeets, Bourke’s parakeets, blue-winged

parrotlets and masked love birds, all members of the parrot family. The place is like a little United Nations, with

birds from the African sub-continent, New Zealand, various South American countries and Australia.

     Starting with his first parakeet, a dime-store variety acquired at age 8, he was hooked on birds. Later, he 

bought two yellow love birds for wife, Becky, and accidentally ended up with two females, exchanged them

for  some green ones and ended up with four males. So he bought four females and the avian family began.

     Over the years, he’s become well-known for his knowledge of birds, although his Ph.D. has nothing to do

with the field; Ryan’s doctorate in chemical engineering is from Notre Dame. His fascination with the newly 

emerging computer technology at that time prompted him to do his research via computer  simulation...

which led just a few years ago to a switch from engineering to computer programming. All along, though, he’s 

been causing color changes in various parrot species. It’s a sideline business, he explains, one that sometimes 

earns him some money but always pays off in satisfaction.

     He’s a member of the North American Parrot Society and the African Love Bird Society

    

, and one of only a 

handful of accredited judges. He’s been judging for two decades, which has earned him contacts worldwide

and taken him throughout the continental United States and as far away as Puerto Rico. This year, he is judging 

competitions in Houston, Philadelphia and Sacramento. Judging stints in Michigan and Tennessee already are

lined up for next year.

     Every school child knows that blue and yellow make green. Those colors, however, are produced differently

in some birds. Mutations can occur in nature, but Ryan definitely can help them along. Genetic mutations are 

Jude is a peach-faced love bird
whose coloring has been bred to
gray with white. He’s been hand-raised,
taught to catch a ball and  likes to 
chase remote-controlled cars.

At five months old, Duffy can shake
hands and loves to eat cereal with
Ryan every morning. An Australian
Princess of Wales parakeet, he lives
in Ryan’s office.

This couple show how recessive
genes can change color in birds.
The blue masked love bird is
missing the yellow gene needed
to make the green of its mate.

a

a result of faults in color production; a blue Indian ring-neck parakeet, for instance, can’t make yellow so his 

feathers have no yellow or green coloring. His yellow mate can’t make blue. Their babies may be green or 

blue, but never yellow.

     It’s a complex process. There are 13 or 14 mutations in peach-faced love birds alone, he explains, and 

those can be combined in many ways to get different effects of color and exactly where that color 

appears.

     He has developed a mutation in turquoiseine parakeets that is a luminous opaline hue, and he has 

developed a crested cockatiel with unusual spotted feathers.

     The marketplace supports the difficulty. Green ring-neck parakeets, for example, are $50. When the parrot-

sized birds can be bred yellow, the price goes up to $150. Much rarer blue ones are valued at $200-$300 

each. Some yellow kakarikis can sell for $900, far, far above the cost of more normal green ones. Ryan may 

have the only two yellow males in this country.  

     The challenge of manipulating the colors in nature isn’t the only attraction for this bird man. The birds are

very intelligent, he says, and each one has a distinct personality. One current favorite is Duffy, a five-month-

old Princess of Wales parakeet who loves to eat cereal with him every morning, shakes “hands” and enjoys a

daily shower at the kitchen sink. Another, who Ryan jokes he’s getting ready for David Letterman’s Stupid Pet

Tricks TV segment, is Jude, a peach-faced love bird who catches a ball and tosses it back, follows him around

walking instead of flying and has his own remote-controlled car to chase around the floor.
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Society moves toward 501(c)(3) designation as educational charity

Joe Brophy, ex officio member of the Board of Directors, 
explains details of designation as a 501(c)(3) charity at 
the summer planning session. The move began last year, 
while he and his wife, Anne, were co-presidents.

     By unanimous vote, the Irish-American Society 
is moving ahead in its quest to become a 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt organization.
     Members taking part in a major planning session
supported the move, which offers a number of 
benefits. A major benefit is an improved ability to
solicit sponsors and donations, since donations will
be tax-exempt. That includes individual’s donations
of items for auctions or other uses. Another change 
will be the new responsibility to donate funds to 
charity. One or more charities will be chosen when 
the charitable designation is received. Suggestions
may be made to any member of the Board of
Directors.
     Attorney Peter Bagley, a member of the IAS,  is 
handling the project. He has supplied necessary 
paperwork to the state for 501(c)(3) status. When that 
is approved, he will begin the lengthy process of 
obtaining approval from the Internal Revenue Service.

     In the last issue, the Southwest Celtic 
Music Association Web address was listed 
incorrectly. The proper URL is www.scmatx.org.
     And Lary Leach’s brother referred to a 
grandfather in a feature story about their
ancestor’s Civil War exploits, but Lary assures 
us that the hero was their great-grandfather.
     Your editor regrets the errors.

Oops!

     Caitlin Lowry, the Texas Rose of Tralee, was a huge favorite in Ireland, reports Sheila Dohm.
     Dohm, who heads the Texas Center of the international organization, lead the Dallas delegation escorting 
the local beauty to the international competition earlier this summer.
     “The press loved her. She had several photos in all of the papers each day,” Dohm said. “She was 4:1 at the
bookies! Her beautiful smile and stetson were admired by all!”
     The personal interview went well, and could be seen in streaming video a the Radio Television Eire (RTE) Web
site, although it may have cycled off by now. “Imagine the surprise when they handed her dad, Phil, the mike,” 
Dohm said. “He handled the comedic emcee, Ryan Tubridy, with great aplomb.”  All four of her grandparents 
were spotlighted on TV as well.
     Nearly three dozen young women with Irish ancestry taking part in a whirlwind week of parties and 
     

Texas Rose Caitlin Lowry (center) and an unidentified 
Rose check out the odds at a local bookie’s in Tralee.
Dallas’ candidate was a 4-1 favorite.

ROSE

Texas Rose, Caitlin Lowry, a big favorite at Irish international festival

competitions.
     Caitlin hasn’t returned home yet for the traditional
welcome-back reception. “No, she didn’t stay in
Ireland, although she wanted to,” Dohm explained.
“She went immediately to school in New Hamp-
shire. We will give her a great-big Texas welcome
back in December when she comes home.”
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    Meet the vice presidents of the IAS, John 
and Caitlin Smith.
     John received an engineering degree from 
the University of Wisconsin in 1974.  Caitlin, a 
speech-language pathologist, graduated 
from The Wichita State University in Kansas in 
1994. Married for 31 years, they raised three 
boys and now have three grandchildren. The 
two oldest boys and their families live in 
Wichita, Kansas. The youngest son, well known 
in Dallas for his accomplishments in Irish 
dancing, is now engaged to be married and 
is a financial planner for Northwestern Mutual 
in Chicago.  
    John is an “IBM” man, Irish by marriage. His 
grandparents emigrated from Holland. Caitlin's 
maiden name is Finn and her grandmother 
was born in Mitchell's Town, County Cork.    
    Caitlin and John have a love for music and 
entertaining. John has played the guitar since 
he was a young child and recently Caitlin has 
taken up the flute. 
    John spends a lot of time remodeling his 
home and Caitlin likes to personalize gifts on 
her home embroidery machine. Caitlin is a 
private speech-language pathologist who 
specializes in literacy and developing assistive 
communication systems for children with 
communication disorders. John is in the 
hydraulic torque tool business and he is 
starting out a new mobile calibration business 
with his two oldest sons. They have a darling 
little Irish dog named Bailey who has a 
complete wardrobe including a custom-
made, hand-knit Irish cardigan.
    John and Caitlin are a fun couple with a lot 
of energy. Please introduce yourself and meet 
them at the next function.     

John and Caitlin Smith

Results of planning votes show
members want some changes
     When ballots were counted after the planning
session in August, results showed that members were
ready for some changes in two of the society’s main
events, the St. Patrick’s Day ball and the annual 
Christmas party.
     The St. Patrick’s Day ball, traditionally a black-tie
affair with cocktails, sit-down dinner and dancing to
live music, drew these votes:
          11 for a dinner only, 5 for a formal ball
          11 for a less formal dance
          14 for some form of combination event
               2 for a cocktail party and caili, 4 for dinner 
               and caili, 1 for a caili and membership drive
            1 for a cocktail party only
     Eleven members wanted the Christmas party to
be adults-only formal, but more wanted parties for
both adults and children.
          11 for a more formal event
               4 for a cocktail party, 2 for semi-formal 
          10 for a children’s party only
          19 for adult and children’s parties 
            1 for an informal party including everyone
     Many written comments were submitted for all of
the events scheduled over the year. Please see the
lead story for results. Just a sample of ideas include:
     Talent show: “not a contest, but a show,” “makes
money,” “no prizes/competition,” “great as is.”
     Beer & Bangers: suggestions for a charity or
charities to support as well as for activities during the
festival.
     Dallas International Fair: offers to volunteer, talk
about whether it will continue to be sponsored by
St. Mark’s School.
     Irish Festival: “promote membership,” “sell [variety
of suggested] items to raise money for IAS events,”
“idea for an Irish cooking demonstration.”
     St. Patrick’s Day parade: “perhaps floats [maybe
sponsored by Irish pubs] preceeding marchers from
each of the four provinces,” “do something after the
parade,” “ceili post-parade,” “canvas members for
participation ahead of time.”
     Day at Races: “cancel for lack of interest, “hold
in April,” “if it loses money, don’t continue.”
     Picnic: “hold at White Rock Lake,” “hold when it is
cooler,” “plan children’s games.”
     General meeting: “do a welcome social for new
members,” “encourage all members to attend,”
“follow meeting with social hour.”
     Pub night: “get a 10% membership discount card
for pub nights,” “like this event,” “an event for younger
members would be great,” “expand the venues to
places more members would enjoy.”
     

separate 
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ember information should be sent to suemfaulkner@comcast.net.  

is published in Dallas, Texas for members of the Irish-American Society. Articles, photos, ideas and comments are  welcome. Please 

submit them to pjdillingham@earthlink.net. M We’ll remind you via e-mail as each
deadline nears. Be sure to check our Web site for the latest details and more information: www.iasdallas.com. Please e-mail Mike-Gayle@swbell.net if 
your mailing or e-mail address changes. Thank you for your help.

Irish-American Society

Box 7596

Dallas, Texas 75209

October Pub Night will be held Oct. 12
at Lakewood Tavern, 6326 La Vista

November Pub Night will be held Nov. 9
at Cock & Bull, 6330 Gaston Ave.

Pub Night is 6-9 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month. 
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