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Day at the Races coming up
     Join other IAS members at Lone Star Park on
June 5 to celebrate the Irish and Texans’ love of 
horses at IAS Day at the Races.
     Festivities start at the East Trackside Patio when 
the race track opens at 11:30 a.m., lunch will be
 served at 1:15 p.m. and the first race is at 1:35.
     The $22 per-person cost covers parking,
admission, program, reserved seating and a
picnic lunch. On the menu are cole slaw, salad, 
potato salad, relishes, chicken fajitas, barbecue 
brisket, baked beans, corn on the cob, rolls, 
cookies and iced tea. Other beverages are extra.
     Jim and Kate Wassman are chairing the out-
ing, which promises to be lots of fun. Call them
at 972.492.5655 for more information.
     Checks payable to the IAS are due by
May 15. Mail them to the Wassmans at 1701
Brighton Dr., Carrollton TX 750007-3026.

IAS Web site gets an overhaul
     Webmaster Jim Graham reports that there soon
will be a new look to the Irish-American Society Web
site. For a preview of what’s to come, visit
www.trinityhall.tv/IAS/Index.html. Submit your ideas
for the new site to graham.jim@verizon.net.
     Thanks to Marius Donnelly for developing the
new site.

Family picnic is set for June 13
     The annual family picnic will be held from noon
until 5 or 6 p.m. on Sunday, June 13 at Sandy Lake
Amusement Park. New officers will be sworn in during 
the festivities and the new TexasRose of Tralee will be
introduced.
     The park is on Sandy Lake Road (exit 444) about 
half a mile west of Stemmons Freeway (IH 35E) and 
about four miles north of LBJ Freeway (IH 635). Or take 
the George Bush Tollway to Stemmons, then go 
south to the Sandy Lake Road exit (444).
     The society will provide beer and sodas, picnic
food and games for the kids. Members will be asked 
to bring side dishes, salads and desserts at a later
date.
     Party planners suggests bringing lawn chairs or 
blankets, swimsuits and towels, frisbees, musical 
instruments, sun screen and hats.
     General admission to the park is $2 for each
person over 3. S

 Once inside, the picnic is free to members 
in good standing, those whose dues are up-to-date. 
All others are $3. 
      Details about the arrangements and food
assignments will be e-mailed as the picnic date
approaches.
     

wimming pools, amusement rides, 
arcade games and paddle boats have additional
costs. 

Annual Meeting and election of officers scheduled for June 6
     The Irish-American Society’s Annual Meeting will be held June 6 at the Hilton Lincoln Center, formerly the
Doubletree Hotel Lincoln Center. Look for an e-mail message when the time, room location and other details 
are set.
     The primary reason for the meeting is to elect officers for the next year. All members in good standing
can vote for president, vice president, secretary and treasurer. Nominations are encouraged, and must be 
received by May 31 in order to appear on the agenda. A ballot is printed on page seven for those who 
would like to nominate themselves or others for positions on the board. Nominations also can be made 
from the floor. Other society business will be discussed at the meeting as well.
         Traditionally, new board members are sworn in 

and begin their work at the annual family picnic, 
which is the following weekend.
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Dave Sheehan lends a hand in 
Bosnia with relief organization
     Dave Sheehan will spend part of the summer 
helping St. David’s Relief Foundation .
     He will journey to the war-torn country in June,
rebuilding a grammar school in the central part of
the country that once was part of Yugoslavia.

classes in the fall, his group will make a pilgrimage 
to Medjugorje, popular with the Irish in summer.
     Details about th 2004 St. David’s Relief trip can
be found at www.stdavids.org/workcapm2004.htm.
Sheehan says, “If there are other Irish crazy enough
to volunteer, they are more than welcome.”
     They can join him and others from around the
world to “work like crazy during the first week...and
spend the second week sipping a nice, cold 
Guinness in the Titanic pub in Medjugorje.”
     

rebuild Bosnia 

     After ensuring children will be able to return to 

Sheehan has made several trips to Bosnia, repair-
ing structures and re-roofing homes in villages. He 
has documented the relief work on several Web sites:
bellsouthpwp.net/l/a/lasereye/catholic/ds46.html 
(1999 trip), www.stdavids.org/reports-road.htm (2000
trip) and bellsouthpwp.net/l/a/lasereye/july01.html
(2001 trip, navigate to the July 7, 2001 entry).

“Bring and Buy” raises funds
     The Rose of Tralee’s April “Bring and Buy” was a 
success, with proceeds going to help send the 
newest Texas Rose to Ireland for the International 
Rose of Tralee Festival in August.
     A large number of people brought items for the 
auction, then enjoyed food and fellowship before
bidding on the china, home accessories and many 
other donations.
   Caitin and John Smith hosted the event.

Rose of Tralee selection
ball will be May 22held 

     Don’t forget the annual Rose of Tralee ball May 
22 at the Omni Richardson.
     The young woman who is chosen to represent
Texas will vie against about 30 other contestants for
the title of 2004 International Rose of Tralee at the
annual August festival in Tralee, Ireland. 
     Anyone interested in contributing with a gift as a
Friend of the Rose, advertising in the program or 
purchasing a  sponsorship package is asked to 
contact Sheila Dohm at 214.739.4139.  Let her 
know if you need information about the gala or 
would like last-minute tickets.

We hope everyone enjoyed the "Irish Season" this past March.  Hopefully everyone is rested and prepared for the Rose of 
Tralee events coming up.  The IAS annual general membership meeting will take place on Sunday, June 6 - 3-5 p.m. at 
the Hilton Lincoln Center Hotel (formerly the Lincoln Center Doubletree Hotel.)

The election of IAS officers will take place at the meeting as well as a proposal to amend the By-Laws of the Society. The 
annual IAS picnic is scheduled for the following week, so please mark your calendars for June 6 - General Membership 
Meeting  --  June 13 -- IAS picnic at Sandy Lake Park.  Details will be e-mailed to all.

Thank you all for your support and encouragement this past year.

Last, but not least, the 2004 Rose of Tralee Ball will be held at the Omni Hotel on Campbell and North Central Expressway 
on May 22.  Please take note, the hotel is now a Radisson property.  We look forward to seeing you on May 22.  If you 
have any questions, please call 972.690.0195 for more information.                                          -- Anne and Joe Brophy          

Riverdance star to teach here
     Riverdance headliner Colin Dunne, nine-time 
world champion Irish step dancer, will conduct work-
shops in the Mid-Cities area in August. Intermediate 
and advanced workshops and informal lectures are 
scheduled for venues in Grapevine, Bedford and 
Southlake. For more information, contact event 
promoter sherercm@juno.com.Catherine Sherer, 

Editor’s note: Apologies to Cynthia McDonald, whose detailed report on the Downtown Dallas St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade isn’t in this issue of Shamrock News due to space limitations. There was plenty of material for nine pages, 
but not for 12, and the newsletter has to be done in four-page segments. Maybe we can publish a photo of 
parade organizers donating a sizable check to the local autism group, this year’s charity, in the next issue.

Society’s “stuff” is inventoried
     The IAS has collected quite a bit over the years,
including a large painted logo, flags and banners, 
party supplies and many other items. Unfortunately, 
some of it has wandered away. If you have infor-
mation about anything that belongs to the society 
and should be included in the inventory, please 
contact Patricia Dillingham at 214.324.4936.
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As most of you know, two of our dearest friends and 
members, Ron Ebest and John Manning, have 
recently passed away. Ron, Irish Person of the Year 
2003, passed away on Jan. 24 and John Manning,, 
our IAS "in house" photographer ,passed away in F
ebruary. They will both be missed by all of their IAS 
friends.  

Denise Marie Dion, daughter of our sweet member 
Mavis Dion, recently received her PhD from the 
University of New Mexico. She presently is teaching 
graduate courses in philosophy.  

Phil and Becky Ryan's list of grandchildren seems to 
be getting longer. Daughter Monica (our Texas Ros
of Tralee in 1991) and husband Karl, now living in
Fredricksburg, recently welcomed their 4th child, 
daughter Leah. Daughter Shannon and husband 
Chris also welcomed a new family member, Peter. 
The proud grandparents are up to 9 grandchildren.
 
 Some IAS members attended a fabulous play last 
month written and performed by Eithne Hughes' 
brother, Charlie Hughes. The play, "Iscariot,” was held 
one night only at the Contemporary Theater off 
Greenville Avenue. Charlie has taken his play to 
several cities in the U.S., including Boston and New 
Hampshire, as well as the Fringe Festival in Dublin. 
Soon to perform in New York City and Moscow. 

Talent galore from Eithne's family! Daughter Ciara 
has begun her acting career with a starring role in 
"Cold Case" on CBS.  Daughter Alana will be grad-
uating from University of Dallas next month with a 
major in biology. Many of you will remember Alana 
singing for us at some of the Irish events.  

Our sincere condolenses go to Tim McDonald, 
whose mother passed away in March, Sheila Dohm, 
whose brother-in-law also passed away in March 
at his home in Ireland, and Jim Wassman's mother, 
Louise, of Phoenix, AZ passed away in April after a 
short illness. We send our sympathies to each of 
these families. 

Yours truly and my "side-kick" just returned from a 10-
day Greek cruise. Very enjoyable and found it 
interesting to see how Athens is preparing for the 
upcoming summer Olympics beginning Aug. 13. 
 

Let us all remember in our prayers, a fellow member, 
Pat Power, who passed away just days before the 
printing of this month's Shamrock News. Pat and Sue 
were always seen on St. Patrick's Day, Pat sporting his 
favorite green Irish hat. The IAS sends their sincere 
condolences.

Dave and Peg Sheehan are thrilled that Aidan
Cates, their 8-month-old grandson, and his folks
are returning to Dallas. Aidan helped his grandpa
sell lots of raffle tickets at the Irish Festival this year
and will be a super salesman again next year, 
Dave promises.

Jim Graham reminds us that the Irish played a
huge role in Texas history. With the release of the
newest movie on the Alamo, he suggests reading
more about that time period at the Web site
users.ev1.net/~gpmoran/toc.htm. In September
1836, he says, the Republic of Texas elected its
first president, a Celt, an Irishman. He was Sam
Houston.

Please remember to pay your membership dues.
Many people still haven’t paid their dues for the
year that is ending. A form is on page 6 for your 
convenience.

g

g

g

g

g

g

g

Texas hospitality appreciated
     Irish Minister of State Noel Ahern has written 
to thank the membership for hosting him and 
his wife at the St. Patrick’s Ball. The head of the
Irish Department of Community, Rural and
Gaeltacht Affairs told IAS Presidents Joe and
Anne Brophy:
     “I am writing to renew my heartfelt thanks to
you and to the Irish-American Society for the
wonderful hospitality which you extended to us
on the occasion of the society’s St. Patyrick’s Day
Dinner.
     “Helen and I greatly enjoyed that splendid
evening which was, in many ways, the social
highlight of our visit to Dallas. It was a special
evening for Dallas’ Irish community and it was
wonderful to see that the Irish-American Society
has such a vigorous presence in Dallas. I have
no doubt that, under ykour leadership, it will 
continue to thrive in the coming year.
    “Please extend our kindest regards to the rest
of the members of the Irish-American Society
whose work made the dinner such a success.” 

g
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Texas is a good place for the Devlins
     Texas may not be as hospitable as Ireland when it comes 
to green things, and perhaps it’s a tiny bit less famous for 
music, but Davey and Susan Devlin don’t care. They’ve found 
where they want to be.
     Davey, who turned a lot of heads with his original ode to 
American freedom at last year’s Talent Night, and Susan, who 
got the attention of a booking agent when her band played 
for the 2003 St. Patrick’s Day parade, are here from Ireland 
and Oklahoma, respectively.
     The couple operate Devlin Landscaping, a two-year-old 
company which can claim among its clients professional 
athletes from the Mavericks and Stars. He does the outdoor 
work, she handles the office. 
     Davey, an accomplished Irish stepdancer from the age 
of six or seven, grew up in a village of 500 in County 
Monaghan as the son of a career policeman. He landed in 
Dallas with Hyatt Hotels, on an18-month hotel management 
training course through the Irish government, after earning a 
hotel and tourism degree. When that internship was up, he 
returned to Ireland. For exactly two weeks. He came 
straight back to Dallas.
     Susan, a former advertising executive, grew up in
Oklahoma City and majored in broadcast journalism.
Not long ago, she happily traded advertising other 
companies for promoting the Devlin’s own. Susan 
was always singing growing up, winning talent shows 
and often appearing in musicals. At 27, she’s the 
youngster in her current band, Moon Dogs, a five-
member ensemble playing all original material she 
describes as “the Beatles meet the Eagles.” 
     Davey’s musical credentials don’t lag far behind 
his wife’s. He won All-Ireland in the under-18 category, 
singing old Irish songs shan nos, or without musical 
accompaniment.
     All that talent bubbled up last year. Davey, who 
sometimes makes guest appearances with Susan’s
band, drew on his personal experiences to write a 
song for the 2003 Talent Show. The 26-year-old wrote 
it in an hour. The Moon Dogs drummer composed 
the music. It was a huge hit, and has been playing 
on Armed Forces Network.
     That came right after Moon Dogs, which played 
on one of the parade floats, got the attention of
a booking agent from Sweden, who inquired about 
Susan and her band-mates playing Scandanavia.
That hasn’t happened yet, but Susan doesn’t mind. 
She says the band is an extracurricular activity, just
for fun.
     Right now, Davey and Susan are concentrating 
on beautifying as much of the Dallas area as they
can, mostly with plants, but sometimes with music 
instead of mums.

Susan and Davey Devlin pause in front of their
beautifully landscaped East Dallas home.

It was a warm Derry evening, I recall to the day
As I stared at the ocean and the U.S. of A.
‘Twas then I decided that’s where I would be
So I sailed over the ocean
To the land of the free.

My first stop was Dallas, I’ll admit I was scared
I was thousands of miles from the people who cared
Here I was alone in this place called “Big D”
In the big state of Texas
In the land of the free.

Searchin’ and searchin’
Across the ocean I roam
Searchin’ and searchin’
I’m leaving my home
When I found Texas I was not alone
Here in the land of the free.

I sat in that taxi and dreamed dreams of home
Her mountains, her valleys, the greenery and stone
I had left it all now with friends over the sea
And I prayed for my safety
In the land of the free.

As the weeks turned to months, I was shocked that
     I found
There were people from Dublin, Limerick and Down
As I held back the tears, I was h ppy as could be
There were plenty of Irish
In the land of the free.

So children of Ireland who are looking this way
Wondering yet worried about the U.S. of A.
I promise you now and when you come you will see
A loving Irish family in the land of the free.

a

Land of the Free

_
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Irish-American Society
Membership Application & Renewal

  IAS Telephone: 972-379-3095          Email:iasmbrs@hotmail.com

Today’s date: _______________          

Please Print                   
Mr.__  Mrs.__  Ms.__  Other__    
Last Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
First Name(s):___________________________________________________________________________
Street: _________________________________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________ State:_______________ Zip:___________________   
Main Phone:      __________-__________-_____________
Office Phone:     __________-__________-_____________
Other Phone:     __________-__________-_____________
E-mail Address:__________________________________________________________________________

__ I would like to receive IAS-related e-mail __  I’d also like to get e-mail about other Irish groups

*May we publish this information in our directory?     __Yes     __No
Are there any specific items you don’t want published?___________________________________________

If you play a musical instrument, what kind do you play?__________________________________________
Are you interested in helping with any of the society’s events or serving on a committee? We will be happy to 
contact you to discuss how you might help, however much time you can volunteer._____________________

Make your check payable to: Irish-American Society and indicate for membership dues on the memo part 
of your check.          __Individual ($20)      __Family ($30)   

Check number:_________________  Check date: __________________  Check amount: _______________

Mail your completed form and check to: IAS Membership
                                                                 P.O. Box 7596
                                                                 Dallas, TX 75209-0596

http://www.iasdallas.com
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President

Name 

Home address                                                                            Home phone

Business address                                                                        Business phone

Vice President
Name 

Home address                                                                            Home phone

Business address                                                                        Business phone

Secretary

Name 

Home address                                                                            Home phone

Business address                                                                        Business phone

Treasurer
Name 

Home address                                                                            Home phone

Business address                                                                        Business phone

Recommendations  for committee assignments, chair events:  Beer & Bangers, Christmas party, 
St. Patrick’s Ball, spring picnic, etc.

  

Name 

Date 

Irish-American Society
Nomination Form for 2004-05 Officers

After you have completed making your nominations, 
please mail this form to the IAS mailing address, Box 
7569, Dallas, TX 75209. Thanks for helping select our 
new leaders.

If you know of a member who would make a good addition to the Irish-American Society board – and who
would be willing to serve – please tell us. Below are the Board of Directors positions that will be voted on in
the upcoming annual meeting. Don’t overlook all the many committee positions that need filling. It is
perfectly acceptable – and highly encouraged – to nominate yourself for jobs in which you are interested.

 (please print)
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ember information should be sent to suemfaulkner@comcast.net.  

is published in Dallas, Texas for members of the Irish-American Society. Articles, photos, ideas and comments are  welcome. Please 

submit them to pjdillingham@earthlink.net. M We’ll remind you via e-mail as each
deadline nears. Don’t forget the new telephone information hotline at 972.378.3095. Also, be sure to check our Web site for the latest details and 
even more information: www.iasdallas.com. Please let philr@earthlink.net know if your mailing or e-mail address changes. Thank you for your help.

Irish-American Society

Box 7596

Dallas, Texas 75209
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